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MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL, HAIG 
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SUBJECT: 


JON HOW^T* 

April 7 Speech and^ 
Troop Withdrawals 
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We called this extract from ABC TV News 
to Dick Kennedy's attention and I believe he 
ha<£ told HAK about it. Although we only have 
one small view of the picture back here, it 
appears that there are a number of strange 
goings on with regard to the President's speech 
and troop withdrawal plans. This item attributed 
to "White House sources" is just one of them. 

It would be interesting to find out who is doing 
what to whom but it is obvious that many pressures 
are being brought to bear on the President with 
regard to his next statement. 
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DEX TO SAN CLEMENTE y April 2, 1971 

TO COLONEL RICHARD KENNEDY AND JERRY .WARREN., 

i • / ' t HI u ’ 

FROM BOB HOUDEK 

"According to White House sources, the President 'is expected to 
announce a quota of 16, 000 men monthly to be withdrawn from 
Vietnam, with up to 20, 000 to actually be recalled barring heavy 
enemy attack. The Nixon plan would reduce U.S. troop strength 
in Vietnam to about one military division by early summer of 1972, 
earlier than demanded by Congressional critics and political opponents. 
Despite high-level support for the setting of a firm calendar date for 
total American withdrawal, Mr. Nixon, we were told, tends to reject 
that strategy as being dangerous to his chances for negotiating the 
release of American prisoners of war. According to these same sources, • 
Mr. Nixon hopes to challenge Hanoi early next year with a dramatic proposal: 
The U.S. would then suggest that Hanoi name a date for the total withdrawal 
of all American forces, provided that all prisoners then held by the Viet 
Cong and Hanoi be permitted to accompany those departing troops. There 
will be other important aspects of foreign policy discussed in Wednesday's 
address, including a strong defense of the Laos operations, and it's 
aimed at a second rally of support among the silent majority for the 
President's bid for more time to get out of Vietnam. Bill Gill, ABC 
News, at the Western White House." 
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